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In recent years, India has entered into a number of FTAs.
Amongst all, ASEAN-India FTA (AIFTA) has been the most
debated one. The stakeholder consultations clearly
brought out the anxieties of a perceived import threat,
particularly for agricultural products. Some of the sensitive
sectors identified by India were spices, plantation crops,
vegetable oils, rice, fish, textiles, chemicals, electronics,
machinery, auto components and footwear. An assessment
of the possible trade effects of the reduction or elimination
of tariff across product groups is necessary for taking
forward the efforts for strengthening India-ASEAN
economic partnership.

This paper is afirst step for examining, objectively, the
import threat perception for India’s agricultural products.
The analysis covers both ASEAN as a group as well as
individual member countries.
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